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Annual Meeting
Montgomery Family Ties
Across Dryden
Thursday, May 29
7 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm)
Dryden Village Hall
The program will be presented by Betsey VanSickle.
Betsey will talk about the Montgomery family, 9 Lewis
Street and their connection with the Rockwell family, 56
West Main Street and the ties to Rebecca Southworth
Simpson at the Southworth Homestead, 14 North Street.

Montgomery family, 9 Lewis St, Dryden.
Front: Daniel R Montgomery, Sarah Wilson Montgomery
Back row: Florence Montgomery, Fannie Montgomery
Wood, Walter F Wood

Although
the
Southworth
Homestead
rehabilitation project is still “a work in
progress,” many hands worked to prepare the
new Reference Room and Exhibit Room ready to
welcome visitors for the first time on April 5th.
Shirley Price, Muriel Likel and Mary Hornbuckle
chat in the dining room area where the bouquet
of tulips was a lovely spring addition. The
hanging brass lamp is original to the house. The
cloth covering the table was a recent gift from
Betty Marion.
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“Op”
Op” Sale, May 2 and 3
This year’s OP Sale was held on Friday, May 2nd, and
Saturday, May 3rd on the front lawn of the Southworth
Homestead. Once again, our members, friends and
neighbors did a splendid job of providing a wide range of
merchandise for us to sell to benefit the Southworth
project including: furniture, house wares, toys and
games, small appliances, and even a full-length fur coat!
In short, there was everything from our wish list and
more; all clean and ready to go to a new home. Shirley
and I want to thank everyone who provided merchandise
or gave monetary donations: we couldn’t have done it
without you.
The individuals who gave their time and talents to the
sale are:
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"History Under Foot and
Resources for
Discovering It"
David Waterman led a very interesting presentation
about the history of his property on Lot 59 in the town
of Dryden.
His search led beyond just his own
property and included the settlers of the south-east
corner of the town of Dryden.
For those of you who attended, on page 4 please find
David’s wonderful list of Dryden History Links for
researching our history on the internet. If you have
questions, and would like to contact David, please email
him at dwaterman@frontiernet.net.

Barbara Carnes
Leslie Chatterton
Albert “Skeeter” Heidt
Mary Hornbuckle
Marcie and Zach Lanham
Sue Morrie
Gina Prentiss
Shirley Price
Bob Watros
We’re pleased to report the Op Sale grossed …… (drum
roll, please)…. $2,338.42!

[Note: as of this writing, we still have a beautiful, brand
new, 9-piece dining room set available for a modest
$800. Contact Shirley (844-8700) if you or anyone you
know might be interested.]

David Waterman talks with Bob Watros. David presented the
interesting DTHS program, “History Underfoot” on April 9th.
David shared the background of his search into the history of
Lot 59 in the town of Dryden which includes his home at the
foot of Beam Hill Road.
In
this
April
photo, the north
entrance to the
east addition of
the
outhworth
Homestead
is
just
getting
started. Now the
siding,
upper
windows, porch,
and
door
surround
are
installed.

Another successful Opportunity Sale was underway on
May 2nd. A shopper looks over a wonderful variety of
items.
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CURRENT EXHIBITS
Civil War Sesquicentennial display
• on loan, 4 framed civil war lithographs from Bob
Watros
• on loan photographs of Daniel R Montgomery
from Betsey VanSickle
• on loan book and reunion badges of the 76th
regiment from Mike Lane
76th Regiment and Gettysburg Address
• 1864 Flag made from local flax
• Call for Volunteers, 1864 poster
Hats from the Van Pelt collection
1858 Spinning Wheel made by R Townley
Area Cheese factories
• Dryden lake Cheese Factory cheese box
View of Dryden Lake
• Triptych photograph by Ross Sherman
DRYDEN Depot sign

A current mini display in the Exhibit Room of the
Southworth House features three hats from the Van
Pelt collection. This large clothing collection
includes Melissa Snyder’s wedding dress, several
more hats, dresses, skirts, petticoats, shirtwaists,
and smaller items.

Exhibit Room at Southworth Homestead, north wall.
April 5, 2014 (with DRYDEN sign)
Southworth House exhibit room, looking south and east
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Some Dryden History Links:
Dewitt Map:
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nycayuga/maps/1793/dewitt.jpg
Dryden Lake Depths:
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/61245.html
download Google Earth
http://www.google.com/earth/download/ge/agree.html
Tompkins County Bounty Assignments: (Complete Balloting Book is at History House)
http://nytompki.org/bounty.htm
Goodrich Centennial History:
http://www.archive.org/stream/centennialhistor00good/centennialhistor00good_djvu.txt
Landmarks of Tompkins County:
http://www.archive.org/stream/cu31924073798476/cu31924073798476_djvu.txt
1866 Dryden Map:
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~springport/pictures163/16373.jpg
1853 Dryden Map: (Note: If you go to this link and try to display the map, your computer may seem to
hang up, but if you just download the pdf file, it opens and displays okay.)
http://nytompki.org/hecht_index.htm
1853 Dryden Village Map:
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~springport/pictures85/8538a.jpg
Tompkins County GenWeb:(deeds, census, cemeteries and much, much more)
http://www.nytompki.org/
The Old Cemetery of Dryden, Tompkins County, NewYork
http://tcpl.org/local-history/documents/narratives-memoirs/Old_Cemetery_of_Dryden.pdf
Old Indian Trails in Tompkins County:
http://tcpl.org/local-history/documents/native-american/Old_Indian_Trails_in_TC.pdf
Old, Public Domain Topographic Maps of New York State: (Dryden is 1898)
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/topo/new_york/?p=print
Genealogy.com is not free but the forums are. Google the name and genealogy ie. “Dingman genealogy”
and find the link to the name’s forum. You might find a relevant discussion and contacts.

THANK YOU. One person we missed thanking in the last newsletter was Mary Ellen Rumsey
for donating the gorgeous wreaths to the Southworth House and helping with the design
and decor of the Southworth House for the Gala. Betsy Cleveland.
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2nd Annual
Homestead Antique Fair
Saturday/Sunday
June 28 and 29
The second annual Homestead Antique Fair will
be on Saturday, June 28 and Sunday June 29,
2014. The antique show and sale will be open 10
AM to 5 PM both days. An admission charge of
$4 per adult will be charged and will cover both
days. The Historical Society wishes to recognize
the generosity of Bob Baxter and the Dryden
Mutual Insurance Company in supporting this
event.

A call to all society members: this activity can
develop into a meaningful fund raiser for the
Southworth Homestead. However, this can only
happen if everyone helps. The primary need for
the show are to staff the admission gates. This
can be broken into reasonable hours. Gina
Prentiss will be working with her docents for
tours, Muriel will need help staffing the society's
sales booth. We also need help distributing
posters and handouts to antique shops and
shows. Please call Bob Jacobson is you are
willing to volunteer for working at the gate,
staffing the DTHS Sales booth, helping with
setup, or any of the many other tasks involved
with this fun endeavor. 844-9721.
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HISTORY OF ROCKWELL HOUSE
BY BETSEY VAN SICKLE
CURRENT OWNER
The Rockwell House was built in 1863 during the Civil
War, by Bartholomew and Marsh. The land was
purchased from Mr. Bartholomew who lived next door,
as it was part of his then existing property. There was a
school house in the back part.
Erastus Rockwell came here from New England, as
many of the early settlers did. He built a woolen mill
along Virgil Creek at the location where the small plaza
now stands, just across the bridge on Route 13. The
farmers would bring their wool to the mill for
processing and then sent to New York by train. I
remember the final stone building of that mill which
was torn down in the 40s.
Erastus married Esther and they had 6 children, one
of whom, Melvin, stayed on at the house. I remember
some of the children; Sally, and Melvin. No idea what
happened to them. Melvin married my great
grandmother, Georgianna Thomas Wood Rockwell.
Georgianna had been married to a man named Wood
from Venice Center, who had died after she had given
birth to my grandfather, Walter Wood. Melvin kept the
mill running until his death in 1903.
I don’t know the reason for the demise of the
woolen mill, or all the other mills in Dryden, a flour mill,
tannery, wheelwright, blacksmith, lumber mill.
Changed with the times, and the automobile, electricity
and running water. I believe the village got electricity
and running water in 1923.
Georgianna had three more boys: Chester, George
and Saunders. I knew all of them in the 40s. and
Saunders until his death in the 60s. Georgianna ran
the Rockwell House from her husband’s death in 1903
until she died in 1939. Her mother, Mary Baker
Thomas, also lived in the house and her paintings are
still on display.
The Rockwell boys all left Dryden and moved to
Syracuse and Rochester, apparently i n search of work.
They did not keep in touch with my grandfather or
mother, with the exception of Saunders, who married a
Continued on page 9
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RECOLLECTIONS
RECOLLECTIONS OF GEORGE JUNIOR REPUPLIC 19601960-1963
By Nancy Ford Slavkovsky Class of 1963
Most people believe that one had to be a delinquent
and commit crimes to be sent to the George Junior
Republic, in Freeville, New York, but many of us were
only misunderstood adolescents. I was guilty of
having ADHD and running away from a dysfunctional,
alcoholic family. Those days, they didn’t know how to
cope with the anomaly. I am still hyperactive, but
through the years I have compensated for it, going on
with my life to marry a fantastic husband of 48 years,
having 2 wonderful kids, and graduating college with a
master of fine arts degree. Many of my other
classmates went on to hold productive jobs as: an
airline pilot, a bank president, and a nurse, etc.

I remember a big snow storm in 1961 that left many
secluded in their cottages.
Another student, Donna
Rothfuss (from Rochester, NY) and I walked in the snow with
drifts chest high, down the hill to the directors home, where
we went to work for the day. Donald Urquhart, Daddy
George’s son-in-law, was the director at the time and Daddy
George’s wife (we called “Mrs. Daddy”) was living there in
his home. Daddy George founded the place in 1895, and
Mrs. Daddy was very old when I worked as her personal
helper. We all had a job of some kind and got paid for our
work with special GJR money. Out of this we had to pay for
our room and board, and any extras (cigarettes, fancy
clothing, cosmetics, etc.) that we wanted.

In August 1960, when I was only 15 years old, I moved
to the George Junior Republic, from Cleveland, Ohio. I
was assigned to Terry House, a big house on “South”
hill, with Ma and Pa Ives as my house parents. They, a
wonderful retired couple, were very patient and
loving. They had a yellow lab named Baron, and he
was the pet of our big family of over 20 that lived in
the house.

Mrs. Daddy died around 6 months later, and then I went to
work as a dinner cook at Carpenter House. We all attended
school half of the day, and the other half we worked at our
jobs. Some would work in the morning and go to school in
the afternoon, but I was one of the students that went to
school in the morning, and worked in the afternoon.

Ma (Dorothy) Pruitt and I (Nancy Ford) on the front
porch of “The Lodge” boy’s residential hall ca. 1963.

My job at Carpenter House consisted of washing the dishes
from lunch, and then preparing dinner for the 14 students
that lived in the cottage. I was only 16 years old then, and
had to do all the cooking myself, but the cottage mother,
Mrs. Gowan, helped teach me how to follow the recipes.
The menus were pre-decided on by the GJR staff, and all of
us on campus had the same meals, only made by different
cooks at the individual cottages. The largest cottage, The
Lodge, housed many 75-100 boys and they had a big
commercial kitchen with a chef teaching the boys how to
cook. This cooking experience was really good training for
me as I, for most of my life, have been considered a good
cook.
I later moved to Stralem House with Ma and Pa Pruitt as
house parents. Pa was the boy’s employer, teaching them
the fine art of stone masonry. My job there was breakfast
cook, and I shared the responsibility with another girl, Vivian
Merle (from Washington, DC). We both had to rise at 5
a.m., set the table, and prepare the breakfast for around 22
people. Sometimes we cheated, and set the table at night,
when most were in bed, so we wouldn’t have to work as
hard in the morning.
Continued on page 7
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Recollections of GJR, continued from page 6

Another one of my jobs was working in the Aero Shop,
where we learned to make drapes and upholster furniture
for the cottages. We also wove placemats and hooked rugs
to sell in New York City shops. (To this day, I still hook rugs,
make my own drapes, and upholster my own furniture). I
loved this job because it was so creative.

Saturdays were work at home cleaning days. We were
assigned cleaning tasks like: window washing, cleaning the
oven and refrigerator, polishing the furniture, waxing floors,
etc. The greatest training I had was to polish and buff the
bedroom floor, on my hands and knees, with paste wax. (I
still think that paste wax does the best job on wood floors,
although it is very hard to find the product anymore).
We had staff that we called “Social Doctors” that we went
to, to help us with problems: emotional, homesickness,
depression, etc. They were really social workers specially
trained to deal with children, and my favorite was Miss Jo
Strain. She doubled as an activity director and took us on
trips to Ithaca College, and other places. She also helped in
the Aero Shop when our supervisors, that lived in private
homes off campus, called in sick. She lived on campus with
us so she was always there… sort of like a “Girl Friday”.
When I became a senior, she took all 16 of us in the
graduating class on an overnight trip to a park on the St.
Lawrence River. I will never forget her kindness.
As I said before, there were only 16 in my graduating class,
as in other previous classes. To be a “Graduate” at the
George Junior Republic just didn’t mean that you completed
school coursework. It meant that you had to be deemed
fully ready to go out and become a productive person in
society. Many did not qualify and never graduated, just left
after a certain length of time, so I felt honored to be chosen
to graduate. All in all, living at the George Junior Republic
was a very positive thing in my life. It taught me valuable
lessons, that one must work diligently, and strive to be the
best you can be.

Ms. Jo Strain and I at Stralem House ca. 1962

Mrs. “Daddy” George, the wife of founder of
GJR, taken several years before I arrived.

This story is courtesy of the DTHS archives.
INFORMATION ON THE AUTHOR: Nancy wrote this biography at the request of the DTHS (Harry Weldon). She had
donated a huge box of items from her days at the Republic, especially important to her were her graduation items (year

books, graduation program listing, class year reunion souveniers, keepsakes during her time there and so on). DTHS has
so little about the "mysterious Republic" in our archives. It appeared that she was worthy of having her story in print; of
a successful outcome of a not so successful start in life. She made good of her education and training at the Republic,
which is worthy of record. Too often we hear and know of the run-aways and those that get into trouble from the
Republic---all too often we know nothing of any sort of success story.
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Listings of Appreciation as of May 2,
2, 2014
CONTRIBUTIONS and MEMBERSHIPS (SINCE January, February, March 2014 newsletter)
June 2013
Harry L.D. Weldon - 1) New 2 Gb memory chip, 2) New 500 Gb SATA hard drive for Laptop Computer via
Cornell University
November 2013
Phyllis Meekin — For the Southworth Homestead Project
Jane Yaples — For the Southworth Homestead Project
December 2013
Fred Likel – Tree Farm — Christmas balsam fir trees and wreaths
Harry L.D. Weldon — For the Southworth Homestead Project
January 2014
Michael J. Murphy — New (Individual) Membership
Sandra Prugh — For the Southworth Homestead Project
Tompkins Trust Company; ATTN: Ursula H. Russ — For the Southworth Homestead Project
February 2014
Dryden Mutual Insurance Co. --- ATTN: Bob Baxter, President & CEO & General Manager
— Sponsor for DTHS June 2014 Antique Fair
Michael E. Lane — For the Southworth Homestead Project
Gina Prentiss — Donation-in-Kind (Bathroom paper holders)
John & Gretchen Young — For the Southworth Homestead Project
March 2014
Kathleen C. Elliott — For the Southworth Homestead Project
Dean T. Johnson — New (Individual) Member
John & Patti Kiefer family — Security Alarm System for the Southworth Homestead house
Joan Shroyer-Keno — For the Southworth Homestead Project
Michael E. Lane — For the Southworth Homestead Project
Mary Ann & Terry Lutz — Donation in Kind (Articles for Annual Op Sale)
Shirley Price — A Gift membership
Simon G. & Angelika St. Laurent — For the Southworth Homestead Project
Betsey VanSickle — 1) For the Southworth Homestead Project and 2) A gift membership
April 2014
Dryden Community Center Café — For DTHS Annual Harvest Festival
Town of Dryden — To the DTHS General Fund
Michael E. Lane — For the Southworth Homestead Project
Mary Ann Sumner — Updated membership to Patron
Nancy Werany — New (Individual) Member
Dr. James Zimmer — New (Contributing/Patron) Member
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History of Rockwell House, continued from page 5

woman named Mary.
They often came to visit. They had two daughters,
Ginny and Barbara, who are still living. Ginny lives in
CA and Barbara in Syracuse. Pictures of them are on
display at the house.
Walter Wood stayed on at the house, and married
Fanny Montgomery in 1911.They lived on one side of
the house, and had their first daughter, Genevieve
Wood, in 1912. Pictures of them are on display. Fanny
lived down the street, and was the daughter of Daniel
and Sara Montgomery. She had a sister, Florence, who
married the second John Southworth in 1915.
Walter also had many friends who still rode
horses, and as a child I was thrilled to see them
coming as they would let me hold the horses. They
often would then go to the Dryden Hotel, as I recall
there used to be a place to tie the horses. There is still
a hitching post in the front yard of the Rockwell House
for anyone wanting to come by horseback.
In 1918, Fanny gave birth to her second daughter,
Sara Rebecca Wood on October 6. During this time
there was a world wide flu epidemic, and tragically
Fanny caught the flu and died about a week after
Becky was born. This was a great tragedy for the
family from which my grandfather never recovered.
He was heart- broken, but was fortunate that Fanny’s
sister, Florence, agreed to adopt Becky. Florence was
37 by this time, and had no children, so she and John
Southworth agreed to raise Sara Rebecca, so she
became Sara Rebecca Wood Southworth.
Genevieve grew up with her father, Walter, her
grandmother, Georgianna, and great grandmother,
Mary Thomas. The Rockwell House was basically a
serene village home, with ladies drinking tea in the
afternoons, attending to flower gardens, going to club
meetings.
Genevieve graduated from Cornell in 1933 with a
BA in History, and worked in New York for awhile.
Missing Dryden, she came back and got a position as
Society Editor of the Ithaca Journal.It was there that
she met Kenneth Van Sickle, the sports writer. They
were married in 1940, and had two children, Betsey
and Peter.

Harry Weldon scans
photos for DTHS
May 29th program
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Memorial Tribute

The phrase “In Lieu of Flowers or Gifts”
appears quite frequently in obituaries,
wedding announcements and other
events. Memorial gifts are gifts to the
Dryden Town Historical Society, Inc. in
memory of a friend or a loved one; Honor
gifts are in recognition of an individual’s
accomplishment in the Historical Society
and/or community.
Such contributions are recognized by
listing in our newsletter and receipt
notices are sent to the donor and where
appropriate acknowledgement to the
family,
organization
or
business.
Congratulatory announcements are sent
direct to the honored individuals.
The Dryden Town Historical Society is an
Accredited Public Charity under 170
(b)(1)(A) and is a 501 (c)(3) Not-for-Profit
Federal Tax exempt organization.

The Shadow Box
By Shirley VanPelt Otis Price
My first remembrance of the shadow box was over
the piano in the alcove, between the dining room and
the living room, at my parents’ house. There was not
direct sunlight in that part of the house as the shadow
box would have faded since it is made out of yarn. It is
a wreath of flowers was all I noticed as I was growing
up, never taking the time to look closely at the
construction of the shadow box. Years later as I was
dusting the shadow box I took a closer look at it. The
delicate looking flowers that make the wreath are
made of colored yarns, wires and little tiny springs.
The tiny springs are bent and the yarn is woven
around the spring to make the pedal and the leaf. It is
truly an art to make everything in proportion and so
very delicate looking. I envision a lady making a
shadow box during the long winter days instead of a
quilt as there is an art to making either one. I happen
to know who made this shadow box as she signed the
back in pencil. It is written, to Louise Loomis when I
am gone, from Louise Nelson Dryden NY 1883. The
story goes that Louise Nelson made two identical
shadow boxes, one for Louise Loomis and one for her
younger sister Minnie Loomis. Louise Loomis was
married to Ralph Dedrick and was my grandmother.
She died in 1914 at the age of 35 years; she had an
appendectomy and went into shock after the
successful operation. My mother was not quite 2
years old. The shadow box, the piano and a sapphire
ring were treasured by my mother as a remembrance
of her mother. When my mother, Nancy Dedrick,
married my father, Harold VanPelt, these possessions
moved to their household. Who is Louise Nelson? I
do not show her as a relative, she obviously lived in
Dryden. Was she a neighbor or a very good friend? I
believe I have located her gravesite at Willlow Glen
Cemetary, but need to do more research to find the
connection.
Louise Nelson made the shadow boxes while Louise &
Minnie were very young toddlers, so she must have
been a friend of Harvey and Emma (Simons) Loomis,
their parents, who lived at Willow Glen in Dryden.

After my father, Harold VanPelt, had a stroke in 1986,
my mother started distributing her treasured items

to each of us. My sister, Donna, was given the shadow
box. Donna took the shadow box home to Waterloo
where she put it in the attic for safe keeping. Donna
was a farming wife with 3 lively boys and not one for
dust collectors. Donna died in 1993 after a 5 year
courageous battle with breast cancer. In 1999
Donna’s husband was cleaning out their house and
gave the shadow box to a neighbor who was helping
him move. After reading the inscription on the back of
the shadow box, he contacted my brother Wayne to
get the history and wondered if anyone in our family
would be interested in the shadow box. The neighbor
had already had the shadow box appraised. My
brother told him that I would definitely be interested
in the shadow box. The neighbor contacted me and
since he was coming through Dryden that day, he
could bring the shadow box to me. It was my mothers’
shadow box. I asked him how much he would need for
me to purchase it, but he wouldn’t set a price, only
stated that he had it appraised but didn’t give me a
price. My to-be husband George stood quietly in the
kitchen and reached into his pocket and handed him

Continued on page 11
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The Shadow Box, continued from page 10

several hundred dollar bills which he took and then left.
Since it was near my birthday, George said he was
wondering what to get me. I think that it was the greatest
gift I had ever received. I still get teary when I think about
how close this family treasure came to being lost to our
family. As for Minnie’s shadow box, my mom told us that
it was sold at an auction many, many years ago.

I write these little stories so that my children will get a
glimpse of our family history and treasure the items left in
their care for the future generations.

There is always so much more to tell. With each
exhibit, MaryLou Taylor prepares a binder of
additional background information. On the wall is a
map showing the location of many cheese factories in
the Dryden area. The binder on the stand is where
you will find information about Mr Doolittle, whose
name is on the cover of the Dryden Lake Cheese
Factory wooden box.

A busy Saturday at DTHS reference room in the Southworth
House.

MaryLou Taylor helps spruce up the Southworth Homestead.
House Tours are planned for June.

The Civil War Sesquicentennial exhibit features early 20th
century framed Civil War lithographs on loan from Bob Watros.

Dryden
Dryden Town Historical
Society

HOURS AT THE SOUTHWORTH HOUSE

14 North Street
PO Box 69

Saturdays, 10am – 1pm

Dryden, NY 13053
Phone:
607-844-9209
E-Mail:
drydennyhistory@gmail.com

Remember to visit our new website at drydennyhistory.org!
Send your email address to drydennyhistory@gmail.com to be added to our email
list and get regular updates about Dryden Town Historical Society happenings.
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